[Pulmonary fibrosis in rheumatic diseases].
Rheumatic diseases are frequently complicated by secondary pulmonary diseases, which often impair the quality of life and increase the mortality of patients. A correct classification of such pulmonary complications is important to ensure appropriate treatment and optimal prognosis. The diagnostic and therapeutic challenge is to find the precise diagnosis and appropriate therapy among the multitude of potential causes for respiratory symptoms. It is important to maintain a cautious approach to invasive diagnostics, even though the differential diagnostics of infections or toxic lung disease might be crucial. The situation is further complicated by the frequent lack of evidence for therapies. Especially in the case of pulmonary fibrosis which is comparable to cancer in its complexity and high mortality, the diagnostics and therapy should be discussed in appropriate interdisciplinary boards.